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1986). Cyprinella lutrensis is a new host for Both- 
riocephalus acheilognathi. This report expands 
the range of the Asian fish tapeworm to include 
the Muddy River in Nevada and suggests a po¬ 
tential for its spread by way of infected baitfish. 

Two whole mounts of Bothriocephalus achei¬ 
lognathi have been deposited with the Harold 
W. Manter collection, University of Nebraska 
State Museum, voucher numbers HWML 35094 
and HWML 35095. Two slides with sections of 
fish intestine infected with B. acheilognathi were 
also deposited with the same collection, voucher 
numbers HWML 35096 and HWML 35097. 

The authors acknowledge the Nevada Game 
and Fish Commission for their help on this study 
and for providing specimens from the Muddy 
River and the Moapa Power Plant cooling pond. 
Dr. J. M. Deacon, University of Nevada Las 
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abstract: Centrorhynchus wardae was collected from 
the small intestines in 2 of 8 Virginia opossums ( Di¬ 
delphis virginiana) examined from Van Buren County, 
Arkansas, representing a new host record. Because all 
reports of this acanthocephalan have been of immature 
specimens collected from mammals, it appears that 
these represent aberrant infections. The diverse array 
of mammalian hosts is indicative of the low degree of 
host specificity exhibited by this parasite. Oligacan- 
thorhynchus tortuosa was found in 10 of 15 opossums 
examined from Van Buren, Washington, and Yell 
counties in Arkansas, representing a new geographic 
distribution record for this parasite in the opossum. 

key words: Centrorhynchus wardae, Oligacan- 
thorhynchus tortuosa, Acanthocephala, opossum, Di¬ 
delphis virginiana. 

The small intestines of 15 Virginia opossums 
(Didelphis virginiana) were examined postmor¬ 
tem for acanthocephalan infections between Jan¬ 
uary and November 1991. The opossums were 


live-trapped in Van Buren, Washington, and Yell 
counties in Arkansas. Two species of acantho- 
cephalans were found, Centrorhynchus wardae 
Holloway, 1958, and Oligacanthorhynchus tor¬ 
tuosa (Leidy, 1850) Schmidt, 1972. 

Centrorhynchus wardae was found in 2 of 8 
opossums from Van Buren County, Arkansas, 
constituting a new host record for this parasite. 
One male worm and 1 female worm, and a single 
female worm, respectively, were found in 2 adult 
male opossums. All worms were immature. 
Voucher specimens were deposited in the Harold 
W. Manter Laboratory, University of Nebraska, 
Lincoln (accession No. HWML 35091). The only 
previous report of C. wardae from Arkansas was 
by Richardson et al. (1992), who reported 3 spec¬ 
imens of C. wardae from 2 of 30 raccoons ( Pro- 
cyon lotor) examined from Van Buren County. 
The opossums and raccoons hosting C. wardae 
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